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Q 1804: The Imam Khomeini Aid Committee has put many containers and boxes in houses, streets, and public places at different
cities and villages to collect mustaḥabb alms and hand it over to the poor. Is it permissible to pay the personnel working for this
committee a certain percentage of these boxes’ money as a bonus in addition to their monthly salary and allowances? Also, is it
allowed to give some of this money to those who play a role in collecting it, although they are not regular employees of the charity?

A: Paying an amount of money collected through charity boxes to the personnel and
employees of the committee as a bonus in addition to their salaries paid by the committee is
problematic. Rather, so far as the consent of the owners of the money regarding this is not
confirmed, it is impermissible. But there is no problem in paying those who help in
collecting the boxes’ contents as their standard wages provided that their help is needed for
collecting the money and giving it to needy persons and it is apparent that the money
owners agree upon this. Otherwise, it is problematic to use the collected money but for the
poor people.
Q1805: Is it allowable to give alms to the beggars found in streets or those who knock on doors asking for money? Or is it better to
pay it to orphans and the poor or to give it to the Imam Khomeini Aid Committee?

A: It is preferable to give mustaḥabb alms to the humble and religious needy person. Also,
it is no problem if you give it to Imam Khomeini Aid Committee even by throwing it in the
alms boxes. But obligatory alms should be handed over to the deserving poor individually
by the person himself or by his attorney. However, in case one knows that those who are in
charge of the Imam Khomeini Aid Committee collect money from boxes and give to the
deserving poor persons, there would be no problem in putting obligatory alms in these
boxes.
Q 1806: What is one's duty with respect to the beggars who live on money and food they beg and make a bad impression of the
Islamic society especially after the government's decision on gathering them? Is it permissible to give them alms?

A: Try your best to give alms to those needy persons who are humble and religious.
Q 1807: I am a servant in a masjid. As my work increases during the month of Ramadan, some of the benevolent people give me
some money as assistance. Am I allowed to take it?

A: what they give you is a kind of favor which is ḥalāl for you and there is no objection to
receiving it.
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