
Supreme Leader's Sermons during Eid ul-Fitr Prayers - 9 /Aug/ 2013

The following is the full text of the sermons delivered on August 9, 2013 by Ayatollah Khamenei, the Supreme
Leader of the Islamic Revolution, during Eid ul-Fitr prayers in Tehran.

In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds, the Creator of all creatures, Whom we praise, from Whom we
seek help, to Whom we repent, and Whom we rely on, and peace and greetings be upon His beloved and noble one,
the best among His servants, the protector of His secret, the promoter of His message, the harbinger of His mercy,
the warner of His chastisement, our Master and Prophet, Ab-al-Qassem al-Mustafa Muhammad, upon his
immaculate, pure and chosen household, and upon those who guide the guided, and who are immaculate and
respected, especially the one remaining with Allah on earth.

I advise myself and all of you dear brothers and sisters, who said your prayers in this magnificent meeting, to fear
God and engage in piety which is the source of happiness and victory in this world and in the hereafter. I would like
to congratulate all of you, all the people of Iran and all Muslims throughout the world on the occasion of the
auspicious Eid ul-Fitr.

The month of Ramadan, which is full of divine blessings for our nation and other Muslims, is over and many happy
people benefited from the blessings of this month. These people spent the day obeying God while they were fasting
and while they felt hungry and thirsty in such hot weather and on such hot days and they avoided carnal desires and
curbed their human passions.

 

At night, many people engaged in prayer and dhikr and they kept a vigil for God. Those who carried out their
responsibility by worshiping God and fulfilling divine obligations in this month feel satisfied and happy. Engaging in
spiritual deeds and fighting against human passions in this month gives a feeling of joy and spiritual happiness to
you dear people who are the masters of determination and willpower and who exercised patience in fasting. One of
the characteristics of carrying out responsibilities for the sake of God and making efforts and engaging in jihad for
the sake of God is that one feels happy although one endures hardships and difficulties. And God has connected this
happiness with the happiness that we feel on the day of Eid ul-Fitr. In order to show the greatness of this day, I
should merely say that, during the nine qunuts of the auspicious prayers of Eid ul-Fitr, you swear by the blessedness
of this day: "By the blessedness of this day I ask you..." [Mafatih al-Jinan, Eid ul-Fitr]

I hope that Allah the Exalted accepts your prayers, bestows and showers His mercy and blessings on the people of
Iran and bestows abundant rewards on you for the efforts that you made in this month. One of the great efforts that
the people made in this month was the Quds Day rallies. One cannot describe in any way, how significant what you
did is. Throughout the country, you marched on the streets in such hot weather and while you were fasting in order
to prove the resistance of the Iranian nation on this important issue of the world of Islam and the history of Islam.
This is the meaning of a living nation. I deem it necessary to express my gratitude, from the bottom of my heart, to
the Iranian nation for this effort.
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This year, more than previous years, a good tradition was witnessed. It is good to pay attention to this issue which is
the act of providing the people with simple and unadorned iftar meals in our mosques and on the streets of many
cities of the country. Unlike the act of offering extravagant iftar meals which we heard a number of people did, this
is a very appropriate act. Under the pretext of offering iftar meals, these people engaged in extravagant acts. Instead
of becoming an instrument for establishing a psychological relationship with the poor and the deprived in the month
of Ramadan, they indulged themselves in carnal desires by doing this.

We do not want to say that if somebody eats a delicious food during iftar, this is forbidden. No, according to Sharia,
these things are not forbidden. But extravagance and overindulgence are forbidden. The extravagance which is
sometimes witnessed in such occasions is forbidden. It is so much better for those who want to offer iftar meals to
do this by cherishing the tradition which has become common. In such traditions, a number of individuals offer free
iftar meals - with great generosity - to people and passers-by and those who like to benefit from these iftar meals on
the streets and in different Hussayniyyahs.

I hope that Allah the Exalted bestows His blessings on all of you people of Iran and accepts your actions. I hope that
He bestows on you the blessing to preserve the achievements of the auspicious month of Ramadan until next year.

"In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

I swear by the time,

Most surely man is in loss,

Except those who believe and do good, and enjoin on each other truth, and enjoin on each other patience." [The
Holy Quran, 103]

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds, and peace and greetings be upon our Master and Prophet, Ab-al-
Qassem al-Mustafa Muhammad and upon his immaculate, pure and chosen household, especially upon the
Commander of the Faithful, the Mistress of all Women, Hassan and Hussein- the children of mercy and the Imams
of the guided, Ali ibn al-Hussein Zayn al-Abidin, Muhammad ibn Ali al-Baqir, Ja'far ibn Muhammad al-Sadiq,
Musa ibn Ja'far al-Kadhim, Ali ibn Musa ar-Ridha, Muhammad ibn Ali al-Jawad, Ali ibn Muhammad al-Hadi,
Hassan ibn Ali al-Askari and Hujjat al-Qaem al-Mahdi. Greetings be upon them all and upon the Imams of Muslims,
supporters of the oppressed, and those who guide the faithful. We ask for Allah's forgiveness and we turn repentant
to Him.

I advise all the brothers and sisters to observe piety in their speech, behavior and positions and in different social,
economic and political arenas.

These days, many events are taking place in West Asia, North Africa and, generally, in Islamic regions. I will briefly
refer to a number of these events. In our own country, the important event is the formation of the new
administration. Thankfully, with the determination and all-out efforts of the people, this legal request was granted
and this national tradition was preserved in the best way possible. By Allah's favor, after the Majlis carries out its
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responsibility of choosing competent ministers, the administration will be formed and it will start to fulfill the great
and important tasks which it is in charge of although it has already started to fulfill many of the tasks. I hope that the
honorable president and the executive officials of the country will benefit from divine blessings. I hope that the
people's support and assistance will help them carry out the great responsibilities - great responsibilities have great
advantages as well as great difficulties - which they have in the best way possible.

However in countries which are located around us - countries in West Asia and North Africa - the events that are
taking place are not happy events. Rather, they are worrying events. One event is the event of the oppressed
Palestine. After the passage of 65 years since the official occupation of Palestine, this oppressed nation continues to
suffer from oppression and cruelty on a daily basis. Houses are destroyed, innocent people are arrested, children are
separated from their parents and prisons are filled with people who are innocent or who have served their prison
terms. What is distressing is that western powers support these criminals with all their power. One of the disasters of
today's world is that an act of clear oppression, which is a combination of tens and hundreds of oppressive acts, is
supported by those who claim they support human rights and democracy and who chant beautiful and colorful
slogans, but who support criminals in practice.

Now, a number of negotiations have begun again between the self-governing government of Palestine and the
Zionists. These negotiations will definitely not produce any results other than what happened during previous
negotiations in which Palestinians gave up their rights and encouraged the transgressors to transgress more and stop
the lawful political activities of the people of Palestine. They destroy houses, build unlawful buildings for the people
who have occupied Palestine and then they say that they are negotiating. Now, they have announced that negotiations
will be conducted in secret. The way global arrogance cooks these negotiations will definitely be to the disadvantage
of the Palestinians.

We believe that the world of Islam should not back down on the issue of Palestine and it should condemn the
usurping act of the predatory and wolf-like Zionists and their international supporters. It should not let these
negotiations which are conducted with the so-called mediation of America lead to more oppression against the
people of Palestine and to the isolation of Muslim Palestinian fighters. In fact, America is not a mediator. Rather,
the Americans themselves are one side of these negotiations and they are on the side of the usurpers of Palestine, the
Zionists.

Another issue is the issue of Egypt. We are concerned about what is happening in Egypt. Considering the things that
are being done in this country, the idea that a civil war may break out in Egypt is gaining strength on a daily basis
and this is a disaster. It is necessary for the great people of Egypt and political, scientific and religious personalities
in this country to take a look at the current situation and see what catastrophic consequences this situation may have.
They should see the current situation in Syria. They should see the consequences of the presence of western and
Zionist mercenaries and terrorists wherever they are active. They should see these dangers. Democracy should
receive attention. The killing of people is vigorously condemned by Muslims. Using the language of violence and
bullying by different groups of people is absolutely useless and it will cause great harm.

The intervention of foreign powers - the way it is witnessed in the present time - will produce nothing except for loss
and harm. The problems of Egypt should be solved by the people of Egypt and the outstanding personalities of
Egypt. They should think about the catastrophic and dangerous consequences of this situation. If, God forbid, there
is mayhem and if, God forbid, a civil war breaks out, what can then preclude this? In such conditions, there will be
excuse for the intervention of superpowers which are the greatest disaster for any country and nation. We are
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concerned. We would like to offer a brotherly piece of advice to outstanding Egyptian personalities, the people of
Egypt, political and religious groups and religious scholars. They should think of a solution on their own and adopt
this solution on their own. They should not allow foreigners and powers - whose intelligence services have, most
likely, played a role in creating this situation - to make more interventions.

Another issue is the issue of Iraq. In Iraq, a democratic administration and government has come to power with the
votes of the people. Because superpowers and the reactionary forces of the region are unhappy about this situation,
they do not want to let the people of Iraq feel comfort. These explosions, these killings and these criminal and
terrorist activities results from the assistance and financial, political and arms support of a number of regional and
ultra-regional powers which do not want to let the Iraqi nation live its life the way it wants. It is necessary for Iraqi
politicians and officials, Iraqi groups, Shia and Sunni Muslims, Arabs and Kurds to take a look at the situation which
exists in a number of other countries. They should notice that the consequences of civil wars and domestic conflicts,
which destroy the infrastructures of any country, ruin the future of any nation. In all these events, the Zionist regime
and usurpers sit and watch this situation with satisfaction and they feel comfort. Should this be allowed to continue?

Dear God, by the blessedness of Muhammad (s.w.a.) and his household (a.s.), awaken us from ignorance. Dear God,
cut off the hands of malicious people and transgressors in Islamic nations and countries. Dear God, by the
blessedness of Muhammad (s.w.a.) and his household (a.s.), make Islam and Muslims achieve victory wherever they
are.

"In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

To you, have We granted the Fount (of Abundance),

Therefore to your Lord turn in Prayer and Sacrifice,

For he who hates you, he will be cut off." [The Holy Quran, 108]
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