
Looking at Pictures of non-Maḥram Women - 3 /Oct/ 2019

Q: What is the ruling in the matter of looking at pictures of non-maḥram women who are not wearing ḥijāb? What is the view on
viewing women appearing on television? Is the ruling different whether these women are Muslims or non-Muslims and whether or
not it is a live broadcast?

A: Looking at the picture of a non-maḥram woman does not have the ruling of looking at the woman herself. Accordingly, there is
no objection to it unless looking is accompanied by lust, there is fear of falling victim to temptation, or the picture belongs to a
Muslim woman known to the mukallaf.
As a matter of obligatory caution, one should not view pictures of non-maḥram women on television that are broadcast live. As for
that which is not broadcast live, there is no problem in it provided it is done without ill intentions and the fear of falling in ḥarām.
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